
5533TODAY • Wednesday • August 23, 2006

SMEHELPLINE
II  AAMM ppllaannnniinngg  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  aa  pprroottoo--
ttyyppee  ooff  mmyy  iinnvveennttiioonn.. IIss  tthheerree  aannyy  
pprrooggrraammmmee  tthhaatt  II  ccaann  ttaapp  oonnttoo??  

You may wish to explore the
Innovation Commercialisation
Scheme (ICS) offered by the
Economic Development Board
(EDB). 

This grant provides young start-
ups that are less than three years

old with co-funding for proof-of-
concept projects. The aims of this
fund is to encourage the develop-
ment and commercialisation of
innovations in Singapore by sup-
porting proof-of-concept activities. 

ICS works by reimbursing up to
50 per cent of the qualifying costs of
supported projects, up to a maxi-
mum of $75,000. 

Please visit EDB’s website for

more information.

AAnnsswweerrss  aarree  pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  
SSpprriinngg  SSiinnggaappoorree..  PPlleeaassee  vviissiitt

wwwwww..sspprriinngg..ggoovv..ssgg  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  mmoorree
aabboouutt  SSpprriinngg  SSiinnggaappoorree’’ss  

aassssiissttaannccee  sscchheemmeess..

IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  qquueessttiioonnss  oonn  ssttaarrttiinngg  oorr
rruunnnniinngg  aa  bbuussiinneessss,,  pplleeaassee  sseenndd

tthheemm  ttoo  nneewwss@@nneewwssttooddaayy..ccoomm..ssgg..

200 entrepreneurs in the running for top spot

Vote now in the
spirit of enterprise

TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  nnoommiinneeeess  ffoorr  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr
hhaass  iinnccrreeaasseedd  ttoo  220000  ffrroomm  110077  iinn  22000055,,
aanndd  tthhiiss  iiss  aa  tteellllttaallee  ssiiggnn  ooff  SSiinnggaappoorree’’ss  
eenndduurriinngg  pprroossppeeccttss  iinn  bbuussiinneessss  
ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess,,  nnoott  jjuusstt  ffoorr  bbiigg  ppllaayyeerrss
bbuutt  aallssoo  ssmmaalllleerr  bbuussiinneesssseess..
— Mr Richard Eu, chairman of the Spirit of Enterprise
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VOTE not for your favourite
singer or rock band, but for your
favourite entrepreneur.

From now until Sept 15,
members of the public are in-
vited to take part in a poll or-
ganised by Spirit of Enterprise
(SOE), the non-profit body that
promotes and advances entre-
preneurial spirit in Singapore,
to vote for the entrepreneurs by
whom they are inspired.

A total of 200 nominees are
in the running for this year’s
Spirit of Enterprise Awards, 
almost double the 107 seen last
year. 

Votes from the public will
help the SOE Board of Gover-
nors decide on the 41 finalists
who will be honoured at the
awards ceremony on Oct 23.

The entrepreneurs nomi-
nated include restaurants, cafes,
fashion boutiques, recruitment
companies, design companies,
undertakers and public rela-
tions agencies.

The success stories of the
200 nominees, the background
of their business ventures and

how they overcame their initial
difficulties are now posted on-
line at www.soe.org.sg, the SOE’s
website. 

The project was carried out
with the help of more than 
130 students from local uni-
versities, polytechnics and in-
stitutes of technical education,
who interviewed the business
heroes and heroines with a pre-
determined set of questions.

The responses provide in-
sights into how some of the en-
trepreneurs faced personal ad-
versities and how they view
education as a stepping stone in
building their enterprises.

“We are pleased to an-
nounce that the number of nom-
inees for this year has increased
to 200 from 107 in 2005, and
this is a telltale sign of Singa-
pore’s enduring prospects in
business opportunities not just
for big players but also smaller
businesses, said Mr Richard
Eu, chairman of the SOE.

“We hope the success sto-
ries of these promising entre-
preneurs will continue to in-
spire and promote the enter-
prising spirit in all of us,” he
added.


