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Vote now in the
spirit of enterprise

200 entrepreneurs in the running for top spot
LEE CHING WERN

chingwern@newstoday.com.sg

VOTE not for your favourite
singer or rock band, but for your
favourite entrepreneur.

From now until Sept 15,
members of the public are in-
vited to take part in a poll or-
ganised by Spirit of Enterprise
(SOE), the non-profit body that
promotes and advances entre-
preneurial spirit in Singapore,
to vote for the entrepreneurs by
whom they are inspired.

A total of 200 nominees are
in the running for this year’s
Spirit of Enterprise Awards,
almost double the 107 seen last
year.

Votes from the public will
help the SOE Board of Gover-
nors decide on the 41 finalists
who will be honoured at the
awards ceremony on Oct 23.

The entrepreneurs nomi-
nated include restaurants, cafes,
fashion boutiques, recruitment
companies, design companies,
undertakers and public rela-
tions agencies.

The success stories of the
200 nominees, the background
of their business ventures and

how they overcame their initial
difficulties are now posted on-
line at www.soe.org.sg, the SOE’s
website.

The project was carried out
with the help of more than
130 students from local uni-
versities, polytechnics and in-
stitutes of technical education,
who interviewed the business
heroes and heroines with a pre-
determined set of questions.

The responses provide in-
sights into how some of the en-
trepreneurs faced personal ad-
versities and how they view
education as a stepping stone in
building their enterprises.

“We are pleased to an-
nounce that the number of nom-
inees for this year has increased
to 200 from 107 in 2005, and
this is a telltale sign of Singa-
pore’s enduring prospects in
business opportunities not just
for big players but also smaller
businesses, said Mr Richard
Eu, chairman of the SOE.

“We hope the success sto-
ries of these promising entre-
preneurs will continue to in-
spire and promote the enter-
prising spirit in all of us,” he

added.
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The number of nominees for this year
has increased to 200 from 107 in 2005,
and this is a telltale sign of Singapore’s
enduring prospects in business
opportunities, not just for big players
but also smaller businesses.

— Mr Richard Eu, chairman of the Spirit of Enterprise

NASTY ROUTE TO THE RUNWAY

I AM planning to develop a proto-
type of my invention. Is there any
programme that | can tap onto?

You may wish to explore the
Innovation Commercialisation
Scheme (ICS) offered by the
Economic Development Board
(EDB).

This grant provides young start-
ups that are less than three years

old with co-funding for proof-of-
concept projects. The aims of this
fund is to encourage the develop-
ment and commercialisation of
innovations in Singapore by sup-
porting proof-of-concept activities.
ICS works by reimbursing up to

50 per cent of the qualifying costs of

supported projects, up to a maxi-
mum of $75,000.
Please visit EDB’s website for

ENTERPRISEONE

www.business.gov.sg

"Thanks to the EDC@SCCCI, we
found a government grant that

more information.

Answers are provided by
Spring Singapore. Please visit
www.spring.gov.sg to find out more
about Spring Singapore’s
assistance schemes.

If you have questions on starting or
running a business, please send
them to news@newstoday.com.sg.

helped defray some of our cost in
developing a software application

that improved our efficiency."

Jeffrey Gan
Managing Director of
GPS Print Media Pte Ltd

"With help from the EDC@ASME, |
am more familiar with the financing
and branding options available
to expand our Think & Learn's
One-Stop Education System locally

and overseas."

Sylvia Ong
Chairman / CEO of
Index Holdings Pte Ltd
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"The EDC@SMa helped us
recognise the importance of a
strong brand identity and convinced
us to invest our own brand identity."

Richard Lee
President & CEO of
Aalst Chocolate Pte Ltd
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nswers.

You too can find your answers at EnterpriseOne.

Our Enterprise Development Centres, set up with industry partners, provide
advisory and consultancy services in starting and growing your business.
or give us a call today.

Log on to

EnterpriseOne for all you need to start, sustain and grow your business

EDC@ASME
(Association of Small &
Medium Enterprises)

Tel: (65) 6513 0388
Fax: (65) 6513 0399
Email: edc@asme.org.sg

EDC@SMa

Association)

Tel: (65) 6826 3020
Fax: (65) 6826 3021

(Singapore Manufacturing

Email: edc@smafederation.org.sg

EDC@SCCCI
(Singapore Chinese Chamber
of Commerce & Industry)

Tel: (65) 6337 8388
Fax: (65) 6339 0605
Email: edc@sccci.org.sg



