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Dedication, integrity, and a love for interior fittings have 
propelled Michael Soh and Redwood Interior Pte Ltd into 
the global manufacturer it is today.

Michael Soh
— 

REDWOOD INTERIOR PTE LTD

SOE-PROPNEX  
TOP HONOUREE  

OF THE YEAR 2018

GROWING 
BUSINESSES The journey began with a simple 

observation he couldn’t shake off. Back 
in the day, most shops had sub-par 
interior fittings. So he decided to show 
the world better ways to manufacture 
and install fittings for retail outlets.

 “I imagined that if I could make it 
successful, then why not do my best 
and give it a try?” 

With Michael in the lead, he 
strategically grew his company from 
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"As a fervent believer in entrepreneurship, 
we are honoured to partner with SOE 
in recognising Singapore's outstanding 
entrepreneurs by lending the PropNex 
brand to the coveted SOE-PropNex Top 
Honouree of the Year Award. The award 
is a mark of excellence and recognises 
the crème of the crop amongst top 
entrepreneurs. The recipients of this award 
will be role models for other up and coming 
entrepreneurs in Singapore and will receive 
the opportunity to be personally mentored 
on business strategies by myself."

SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mohamed Ismail Gafoor  
Chief Executive Officer 
PropNex Realty Pte Ltd

B U S I N E S S E S  

S H O U L D  E VO LV E 

C O N S TA N T LY,  A N D 
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T O  E N S U R E  T H AT 
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M OV I N G  I N  T H E  

S A M E  D I R E C T I O N .

about 20 employees in Singapore alone 
to now more than 1,000 employees from 
Malaysia, Shanghai, Paris, Tokyo, Seoul, 
New York and Singapore combined.

But not everything was smooth sailing. At 
the beginning, Redwood Interior Pte Ltd 
focused primarily on just interior fittings. 
When they set their sights into the high-
end market in 2005, the requirements 
proved close to impossible to meet. 
Nevertheless, they went for it. Soon, they 
were awarded their first project.

He learned a valuable lesson from this. 
Businesses should evolve constantly, 
and the company needs to ensure that 
everyone is moving in the same direction. 
This inspired him to transform the 
company’s production process from a 
manually run system to a highly automated 
factory that deploys cutting-edge 
equipment such as CNC machines. Thanks 
to this timely overhaul, the company is able 
to improve its efficiency and productivity.  

But Michael hasn’t stopped there. He plans 
to break into the high-end residential 
market. With new facilities being ready by 
2020, he is on track to achieving this goal.


